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Minister for Education and Skills appoints new Council
Term of office: 1st January 2010 — 31st December 2013

The Minister for Education and Skills appointed a new Council
forathree year term from 1st January 2010 as the previ-

ous Council of NCSE completed its term of office on 31st
December 2009. The Chairperson and 12 other members of
the Council are appointed by the Minister for Education and
Skills under Section 21 of the Education for Persons with
Special Educational Needs Act, 2004. These appointments
are made by the Minister from among persons who have a

Membership of the NCSE Council 2010-2013

special interest in or knowledge relating to the education of
children with disabilities, and include two persons nominated
to the Minister by the National Disability Authority (NDA) and a
nominee of the Minister for Health and Children. Appointments
are for a three year term and members may be appointed fora
maximum of two terms.

The Council meets at least six times a year and the new Council
has met on three occasions so farin 2010. Il

Mr Sydney Blain (Chairperson). Mr Blain is
aformer Principal of the Church of Ireland
College of Education.

Sr Maighread Ni Ghallchobhair (Deputy
Chairperson). Sr Maighread is a former
Principal of Benincasa School for
children with severe emotional/
behavioural difficulties.

Dr. Seamus Hegarty. Dr Hegarty is
Chairperson of the International Association
for the Evaluation of Educational
Achievement (IEA) and a former Director
of the National Foundation for Education
Research in England and Wales.

Tom O’Sullivan. Mr O’Sullivan is the Assistant
GeneralSecretary of the Irish National
Teachers Organisation and former Principal
of St Senan’s Boys National School,
Limerick.

Teresa Griffin. Ms Griffin is a Principal Officer
in the Special Education Section of the
Department of Education and Skills.

Don Mahon. Mr Mahon is an Assistant Chief
Inspector in the Department of Education
and Skills.

Siobhan Barron. Ms Barron is Director of the
National Disability Authority.

Dr. Anne Lodge.* Dr Lodge is the Principal of
the Church of Ireland College of Education.

Joan Russell * Ms Russell is Education Officer
for Co. Cork VEC.

Pat Kinsella.* Mr Kinsella is Principal of
Colaiste Choilm, Ballicollig, Co. Cork.

Julie O’Leary.* Ms O’Leary is a graduate of
UCCand currently a post graduate student
in NUI Galway.

Marie Kennedy.* Ms Kennedy is a Principal
Officer in the Office of the Minister for
Disability and Mental Health.

Mick Coughlan.* Mr Coughlan is Principal
Clinical Psychologist of the National
Learning Network.

* New members

Articles to be considered for
publication and comments
about the newsletter may be
emailed to:
newsletter@ncse.ie.

The views expressed in this
newsletter are those of the
individual authors and are not
necessarily endorsed by the
National Council for Special
Education.
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Mick Coughlan (NDA
nominee), Sydney
Blain, Chairperson
of Council,

Marie Kennedy
(Department of
Health and Children)
and Joan Russell
(Education Officer,
Co. Cork VEC)

Consultative Forum

Under Section 22 of the Education for Persons
with Special Education Needs Act (2004), the
NCSE is required to appoint a Consultative
Forum to consult on matters relating to the
performance of its functions. As the term

of office of the first Forum had expired, the
NCSE called for nominations to the second
Consultative Forum to be submitted by April
22nd 2010.

The Council can appoint up to and not more
than seventeen persons to the Consultative
Forum and must ensure that at least seven of
these people are women and at least seven
members are men. The Minister for Education

& Skills may appoint a maximum of three
people to the Consultative Forum, at least
one of whom should be awoman and one
should be a man. In appointing people to the
Consultative Forum both the Council and the
Minister are obliged to take into account the
desirability of appointing persons who
themselves have special educational needs,
their parents and representatives.

The Council and the Minister are currently
considering nominations received. The
members of the new Consultative Forum will
be posted on the NCSE website as soon as
appointments are approved.
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NCSE Annual Report 2009

The NCSE 2009 Annual Report will shortly be published on the NCSE website.
The main achievements of the organisation during 2009 are highlighted as follows:

Main Achievements in 2009

Completion of the NCSE annual alloca-
tion of resources to schools to support
children with special educational needs in
atimely manner.

Advancement of an extensive Research
Programme with the completion of
anumber ofimportantinternational
literature reviews of the evidence of best
practice provision and the commissioning
of further research projects as part of an
agreed programme.

The NCSE’s first research seminar was
held in December 2009. This seminar
provided an overview of the current
NCSE research programme and featured
presentations on a selection of key
research reports completed in 2009.

Introduction of a structured Appeals
Process whereby schools and where
appropriate, parents may seek to appeal
the decision of the Special Educational
Needs Organiserin relation to the
resources allocated to the school and
the piloting of this process.

5.

10.

Localisation of the system for the
Assessment of Needs process for children
aged under five years which takes place
under Part 2 of the Disability Act 2005
and involves local collaboration between
the Health Service Executive (HSE),

the National Educational Psychological
Service (NEPS) and the National Council
for Special Education (NCSE).

Launch of a new NCSE newsletter, NCSE
News with on-line issues published in May
and December 2009.

Commencement of a nationwide review
of SNA allocations on the request of the
Minister for Education and Skills.

SENOs processed over 11, 000 applica-
tions for additional teaching hoursin
primary and post primary schools.

SENOs processed over 4, 600 applica-
tions for SNA support in primary and post
primary schools.

Further development of NCSE govern-
ance and organisational infrastructure
to ensure compliance with the Code of
Practice for the Governance of State
Bodies 2009.
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Project IRIS

Project IRIS (Inclusive Research in Irish Schools) is a three year
longitudinal research project funded by NCSE which is carrying
out the most in-depth study of special and inclusive education
ever conducted in Ireland. This project, jointly managed by The
University of Northampton, UK, Trinity College Dublin and The
Institute of Child Education and Psychology Europe is gaining
multiple perspectives, including those of students, parents,
school based staff, allied professionals and disability groups in
order to gaininsights into the current practices and procedures
that provide support to young people with special educational
needs in both mainstream and special schools.

Researchers working on this project are currently focusing
upon the work of primary and special schools and next year will
shift their attentions to the post primary sector. Over the past
sixmonths data has been collected through the use of focus
groups comprised of both service users and providers. More
recently attention moved towards the compilation of case
studies based upon a sample of special and mainstream
schools across Ireland. During this time the research team
have been interviewing professionals, parents and students
in schools, observing lessons and other situations and
scrutinising school documentation. This is enabling the
development of an understanding of the many innovative
practices currently in place to support students with a wide
range of needs and disabilities from multiple perspectives.
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Inclusive Research in Irish Schools

A sample of students from these schools will be followed
over the next two years, including a number who will make
the transition from primary to post primary schooling.

Additional information is being sought through an electronic
survey sent to schools and via the construction of literature
reviews which will view practice in Ireland in an international
context. The research team have been particularly pleased
with the warm reception which they have received in schools
and the opportunity to engage in professional dialogue with
colleagues. Further interaction with the team is invited and
itis anticipated that by the end of Project Iris they will have
accumulated the largest data base of practice in special
education ever accumulated in Ireland and significantly more
detailed than that available in most other countries.

All colleagues with aninterest in special and inclusive
education are invited to engage in discussion with members
of the project team who can be contacted via email at
info@projectiris.org or by contacting the project leader
Professor Richard Rose at Richard.Rose@northampton.ac.uk

The project website can be visited at www.projectiris.org

Further update on the project will be posted in future editions
of this newsletter.
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